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DISABILITY RIGHTS ADVOCATE VISITS UM FOR PRESIDENT’S LECTURE SERIES
MISSOULA -
A widely known historian, author and advocate for the rights of the disabled will be on The 
University of Montana campus this w'eek to discuss the nation’s health care system and how it affects 
people with disabilities.
Hugh Gregory Gallagher, a quadriplegic who conceived the idea and drafted the language for 
what became the first civil rights legislation for disabled people ever passed, will present the seventh 
installment of the 1997-98 President’s Lecture Series Thursday, March 26. His free talk, titled “Is 
There Room in the Lifeboat? Health Care and Disabled People,” will begin at 8 p.m. in the University 
Theatre.
Gallagher also will address “Managed Health Care: Are Disabled People an Endangered 
Species?” during a free seminar from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m. Friday, March 27, in Room 106 of the 
Gallagher Building.
A documentary about Gallagher’s life and work will be shown at 5:10 p.m. Wednesday, March 
25, in Room 344 of the Social Science Building. The public is invited to the free showing, which is 
sponsored by the UM Diversity Advisory Council, Rural Institute on Disabilities, Disability Services 
for Students and the Alliance for Disability and Students of UM.
“This man is nothing short of spectacular,” said Richard Drake, UM history professor and 
lecture series organizer.
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Gallagher has fought for civil rights for the disabled since polio left him quadriplegic in 1952 at 
age 19. His personal odyssey led him to confront stereotypes of the disabled and the public image of 
his childhood hero and adult role model, President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Gallagher’s 1985 book. 
“FDR’s Splendid Deception,” earned him a medal for distinguished biography from the United Nations 
Writers Society in 1991. He also has written three other books.
In the 1960s and 1970s, Gallagher was responsible for making the Kennedy Center, the Library 
of Congress and the Washington, D.C.-area National and Dulles airports accessible to disabled people. 
He drafted language for the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968, the first civil rights legislation for 
people with disabilities.
Today, Gallagher is a free-lance writer and scholar and serves as a consultant to the Library of 
Congress and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.
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